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A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FOR THE JOHN PAUL COLLEGE COMMUNITY 
   Term 4 Iss 37                  30th November 2020 

Ma te pono Me te aroha – Through Faith and Love 

2020 theme - “Carpe Diem” – Seize the Day 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers 
Kia Ora, Malo e Lelei, Talofa, Greetings 
As we enter the last week of the academic year I wish to express my deep appreciation and  
admiration for your support this year. This has included: 

1. The tautoko you gave your children during lockdown and indeed during the various  
Covid 19 levels. This helped their learning and wellbeing. 

2. Parents who put their hands up to be coaches, managers, helped on camps, PTA and attended fundraisers 
such as Dancing with the Staff. 

3. Generously gave money and time to assist JPC families in need. 
4. Sent emails and gifts to staff to recognise their efforts in supporting students. 

 
This year’s theme has been Carpe Diem, “Seize the Day”, but it has felt like Covid 19 has seized us by the 

throat and stolen many of the amazing opportunities staff and students had looked forward to. Reflecting on this year 
however, Carpe Diem has been a most appropriate theme. The pandemic unleashed in the JPC community, 
opportunities to live out our Catholic values, demonstrate leadership and put our character to the test. The question is 
how did we do? 

The decision to go into lockdown was necessarily swift and unprecedented. It was a steep learning curve for 
teachers, students and indeed, parents. It had the potential to seriously disrupt learning and cause significant mental 
health issues. The collective efforts of the Senior Leadership Team, Pastoral Team, I.T Support and of course the 
teaching staff, meant that high quality learning continued. Parents also played a significant part which demonstrated the 
importance of collaboration in what was an uncertain educational year. I am delighted that Covid 19 did not defeat 
education at JPC and in fact our senior NCEA students are mostly on track to achieve NCEA this year. We owe our staff 
a considerable debt of gratitude since they sacrificed their holidays, evenings and weekends to make this happen. 

I wish to mention in particular the International Department, Counsellors and Learning Support. Their outreach 
to our most vulnerable students was amazing. This extends to the homestay parents who had our international students 
with them 24/7 but took on this extra responsibility with aroha and sensitivity. 
  I extend my gratitude and acknowledge the manaakitanga of our JPC community who despite their own 
difficulties, donated money, food and time to those in need. This was for me a clear example of “Faith in Action” and an 
illustration of living out the Gospel message. 
  It is with great excitement and anticipation that we officially open the “Thurston Performing Arts Centre” on the 
16th December. It includes a state of the art Drama Suite, Music and Dance studios plus a truly unique black box with a 
revolving stage. It will give tacit recognition and endorsement that John Paul College values the performing arts. 

We farewell Mrs Sarich-Dunn and Mr Liddall from the Languages Faculty, and Mrs Hepi, who retires after a long 
and distinguished career as a classroom teacher, Dean of Year 7 and SENCO. Her contribution to the school has been 
enormous, positively touching the lives of staff and students. From the Board of Trustees we farewelled Jonathan 
Temm, who resigned early this year for personal reasons and Carmel Veitch, who stood down after four years as a 
Proprietors Rep, Deputy Chair and Chair of the Property & Finance Committee. 

I extend my thanks to my senior leadership team, Mr Sinclair, Mrs Stewart, Mrs McHugh, Mr Bloomfield, Mr 
Hynd and Mrs Cordonni, whose combined wisdom and willingness to go the extra mile ensured that the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic were kept to a minimum. Likewise the staff of JPC including support staff, who put the needs  
and welfare of students and others first. I wish to thank our new Board Chair, Jean-Paul Gaston, whose calm, measured 
and thoughtful approach in dealing with the vast number of issues as a result of Covid ensured a positive outcome for 
the college. 

Lastly I extend my deepest appreciation to the community of JPC who despite everything  
going in their own lives, still had time to be coaches and managers of sports teams, supported events 
such as Dancing with the Staff and the Diwali Festival and made donations to the various school  
collections to support those in need.  

I wish all of you a peaceful and uneventful Christmas full of quality time with family and friends. 
Keep well and safe as we close off a year most of us are happy to say goodbye to. 
Patrick Walsh  
Principal 
 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations to Purnima Hapugala-Arachchige who achieved NCEA Level 3 endorsed with Excellence. A 
commendable achievement and one that the school is very proud of. 

http://www.jpc.co.nz/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/art_info/1298/


 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Last day for 2020:  
THIS Wednesday December 2nd 2pm 

 
The Uniform Shop will reopen  
8am Monday 25th January 2021 
 

SAVE TIME SHOP FOR UNIFORMS ON-LINE   
Order your uniforms via our website, just click on the Uniform 

Shop button on the home page at  
http://jpc.school.co.nz/uniform-shop 

 
All queries please email uniform@jpc.school.nz 
Mrs Amy Duckett - Uniform Shop Manager  

2020 YEAR 13  
LEADERSHIP CAMP 

will be held from 
Tuesday 2nd February 

returning Thursday the  
4th February 

Payment is due  
  13th December 

Mr S Bloomfield - Year 13 Dean        
E: stephen.bloomfield@jpc.school.nz  
 
  
 

 

Staff Only Day 

FULL CAMPUS 

CLOSURE 

 NEXT Monday 7th December  

SCHOOL BUSES THIS FRIDAY 
 

ROTORUA SCHOOL (Ritchies) BUSES will depart JPC at the usual time 3.05pm  
  

The PUTARURU BUS will depart JPC this Friday at 12.15pm (approx). 
 
 

 

 

FINAL CALL FOR  
OUTSTANDING LIBRARY BOOKS  

 SENIORS are reminded to hand in TEXT 
BOOKS at the end of the subject exam 

Invoices will be issued to replace 
oustanding copies for 2021 

NB: the 2020 magazine may be withheld for any 
outstanding school property 

The JPC OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED FOR 2020 

FROM Friday 11th December 

 and will REOPEN 8am 
MONDAY 25th JANUARY 2021 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 1st      1.00-3.00pm Year 7/8 Co-curricular Prizegiving Edmund Rice Centre 
Wednesday 2nd   9.30-10.30am Junior End of Year Mass   Edmund Rice Centre 
Thursday 3rd      1.00-3.00pm  Year 9/10 Co-curricular Prizegiving Edmund Rice Centre 
Friday  4th  10.00am-12.00 noon Year 7-10 Prizegiving   Edmund Rice Centre 

Parents/ Caregivers are welcome to attend all of these events 
Students will be released from their form rooms following the end of prizegiving on Friday 4th  

SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FROM 12.30pm FOR THE END OF YEAR STAFF FUNCTION  
ON FRIDAY 4th DECEMBER. 

The school office will be open Tuesday 8th to Thursday 10th from 8am-4pm  
 

 

►► LAST CHANCE ◄◄ 
Identify and collect 
lost property from  

the student counter  
BEFORE THIS THURSDAY 

 
Unclaimed property will go to the 

PTA for resale 
 

 

2021 FORM CLASS AND CLASS PLACEMENT! 
I wish to remind parents that teachers and Deans have spent a considerable amount of time carefully placing 
students in classes, including form classes for 2021. They have factored in academic and pastoral needs as 
well as friendship requests. Unless there is a “compelling reason”, we expect students to trust 
the professionalism and wisdom of staff and accept the placement. It is also important for students to see the 
placement as an opportunity to make new friends and develop resilience. Patrick Walsh – Principal  
 

What is Advent? A fun introduction to advent, 
click on the link https://vimeo.com/304050711 
 

 

http://jpc.school.co.nz/uniform-shop
mailto:uniform@jpc.school.nz
mailto:stephen.bloomfield@jpc.school.nz
https://vimeo.com/304050711


 

 

 congratulations  
To our achievers – well done! 

 

We congratulate our 2020 Young Achievers 
Pictured from left: Stephen Bloomfield (Year 13 Dean), Emma Brown, Flynn Finlayson, Hozanna 
Lopez, Ishan Nath, Patrick Walsh (Principal), Orla Walsh, Adam Wong-Toi, Sophie Huang, Rya Patel, 
Kate Elvy, Vedansh Singh 

NORTH ISLAND WATERPOLO CHAMPIONSHIPS 
JPC top the pool with 3 wins and move on to be one of the top 8 qualifiers. 
 
Won the quarter final, moved on to the semifinal against Mt Albert Grammar Boys, this was a high scoring game 
with both teams trading goals, JPC finally got on top with a 15-9 win.(Emma Balmer top scored with 5 goals.) 
 
On to the finals. BOP schools all made finals. JPC, Open Mix team Final. Aquinas College, Girls Final. Tauranga 
Boys College, Boys Final. So there was a lot of support poolside for BOP. 
 
The final game saw us take on Westlake Boys 
College B team, this was a game of missed  
opportunities, which meant we lost 4 – 7, but  
came away with the silver medal. Sam Flinn  
was MVP Goalie. 
Big thank you from the team to John and  
Kristina Joyce for keeping the team well 
feed and helping with transport. Also  
thank to the parents that travelled up 
to cheer us on. 
  

Team: Ariahna Ngawhika. Willow Parry. Karoline Joyce (Travelling 
reserve). Eviarn Steiner. Lilly Luckhurst. Emma Balmer 
Mikulash Joyce. Ryan Maxwell. Joshua Blundell. Aaron 

Muchirahondo. Sam Flinn 
Coaches: Hazel Hagan. Kate Elvy. Team manager: Arthur Faulkner 

Play 6 games: Won 5. Lost 1. (Goals for 72. Goals against 26) 
 



 YEAR 7 BEACH EDUCATION NOVEMBER 2020 
Once again, thank you to the parents/caregivers who helped on the days we had 
 our annual Beach Education programme. It was great to have numbers exceeding  
the required ratio 1:5 for the water activities. A thank you to Mr Whalley, Mr Botha,  
Mrs Crawford, the teacher aides - Sharon Handley and Julie Stevenson and the  
respective form teachers - Ms Segedin, Mrs Stokes, Mrs Wang, Mrs Cook, Mr  
Whalley and Ms Lewis.  
Next year the students will undertake the Year 8 Unison Pool Safety programme.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe summer in and near the water. 

Ms B Northey – HOF Health & PE  E: barb.northey@jpc.school.nz  

WAKA AMA 
Well done to all the students who had a go at the Waka Ama  
Muster on Monday the 23rd November it was a good turnout. We have 
postponed the Waka Ama Muster for Monday the 30th November and  
have moved it to Monday 7th December.  
Email your interest to:  mercia.tawera-thomas@jpc.school.nz.and we  
will keep you informed with what's happening. 
Come along and have a go. It starts at 5pm and finishes at 6:30pm, 
come to the Reserve, Haumoana Street, Te Koutu. 
Whaea Mercia 
MIHA MAORI 
Tēna Koutou Katoa  
Christmas Eve Mass at 10pm the Maori Community would be singing  
the hymns, we will start our Practice on the 8th December, 6pm at St  
Michaels Church. Regards Dcn Ben   
KAPA HAKA  
JPC Kapa Haka rehearsal at the Energy Events Centre. They perform tonight Monday 30th November, second half of 
the show starting at 7:30pm. Come and show your support and purchase your ticket at the Events Centre $9 a ticket. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs M Tawera-Thomas 
HOD Maori E: mercia.tawera-thomas@jpc.school.nz  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:barb.northey@jpc.school.nz
mailto:mercia.tawera-thomas@jpc.school.nz
mailto:mercia.tawera-thomas@jpc.school.nz


 

2021 TERM DATES 
TUESDAY February 2nd Staff Only Day 
WEDNESDAY February 3rd     (Uniform to be worn) 

- Year 7s 8.30am – 2.00pm 
- NEW Yr 9 & 10 students 9-11am 

THURSDAY February 4th    NORMAL SCHOOL DAY 
-     Full school attendance 

8.30am-3.05pm 

Term 1 Ends 16th April 
Term 2 3rd May – 9th July 
Term 3 26th July – 1st October 

Term 4 18th October – TBC 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTE  
THE 2020 SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

Will be distributed to juniors (who are the eldest in the family)  
this Friday at the end of prizegiving. 

There is one magazine per family - given to the ELDEST child. 
 

Therefore, if the eldest child is a senior, the senior must come in to collect the  magazine between 
Tuesday 7th and Friday 11th December 

between 8am & 4pm ONLY FROM the public reception 
 

Seniors must ensure ALL text books and library books have been returned  
before they can collect their magazine.  

 
NB: JPC General Activity fee must be paid in order to receive a school magazine.  

Any queries regarding fees, please contact Mrs Boyce in the Accounts Office 
E: schoolfees@jpc.school.nz    

 
Unreturned subject text books will be invoiced as we will need to  

purchase replacement books for 2021 classes. 
 

Please be considerate of next year’s students who will need  
text books from the start of the school year. 

 
 

DRIVER’S LICENCE COURSE 2021 
      JANUARY 19TH, 20TH, 21ST  
Te Waiariki Purea Trust Building,  

1274 Fenton Street 
 
February 9th, 10th and 11th 
March  2nd, 3rd and 4th   
April  13th, 14th and 15th 
May  11th, 12th and 13th 
June  8th, 9th and 10th 
July  6th, 7th and 8th  
 
FREE LICENCE COURSE for Literacy and Numeracy 
1425 Eruera Street, phone 07 7772017 
February 23rd, 24th and 25th 
March  16th, 17th and 18th   

 
 
Contact: Lillian Emery 027 411-4104/07 349-4664 
(A registered supplier to WINZ – 
 enquire if you require assistance) 

     Also available for 
1-on-1 driving lessons 

 

 

 
If you have a swarm this summer, or know of someone who does, give Mr  
Davis a phone call/text 0211055039 and he will safely remove it and rehome it  
to the JPC hive. E: Brendan.davis@jpc.school.nz  
  

>>>>>> STAFF VACANCY <<<<<< 
John Paul College has a Kaiawhina position 

available for 2021. 
 

For further details and a job description see 
https://jpc.school.nz/our-school/staff-

vacancies/ or  
 

email maree.stewart@jpc.school.nz 
 

Application is by email 
to maree.stewart@jpc.school.nz 

Applications close THIS 
Wednesday 2 December 2020 

 
 

mailto:schoolfees@jpc.school.nz
mailto:Brendan.davis@jpc.school.nz
https://jpc.school.nz/our-school/staff-vacancies/
https://jpc.school.nz/our-school/staff-vacancies/
mailto:maree.stewart@jpc.school.nz
mailto:maree.stewart@jpc.school.nz


 

 

 

CAREERS STAFF  
Sheryl Hewitson Careers Advisor   

E: sheryl.hewitson@jpc.school.nz  
Jan Thompson  Careers Assistant  

E: jan.thompson@jpc.school.nz  
Rachael Hindrup Gateway Coordinator  

E: rachael.hindrup@jpc.school.nz  
We wish our business community a safe and happy Christmas and we 
look forward to working with you again next year to promote a career 
pathway for our students. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following people and 
businesses for making our Careers 
Event such a success last week: 
 
Toi Ohomai    
Service Skills Centre   
Dubzz Digital Marketing 
Active VMA Engineering Solutions 
Etco      
New Zealand Police 
Kia Ora Hauora   
OneChance New Zealand  
Emma Smith (Nurse Specialist) 
Monique Arts (Lab Technician) 
 

mailto:sheryl.hewitson@jpc.school.nz
mailto:jan.thompson@jpc.school.nz
mailto:rachael.hindrup@jpc.school.nz


 
 

CONFIRMATION OF SCHOOL BASED VACCINATION PROGRAMME 2021  

Lakes District Health Board Public Health Nursing Service is responsible for  
delivering the below school  based Year 7 & 8 Immunisation programme in Rotorua,  
Taupo and Turangi. 
 
 

What is the name of  
the immunisation? 

What diseases does 
the immunisation offer 
protection  against  

Who will 
the immunisation be 
given to?  

How many injections 
does a child have?  

Boostrix Diphtheria  
Tetanus  
Whooping cough  

Year 7   
- girls and boys  
 

One 

Gardasil 9 Human Papillomavirus (HPV)  
which can lead to cancer  

Year 8   
- girls and boys  
 

One  
Two  
(26 weeks apart)  

 
As discussed with our Immunisation Team we will visit your school on the following dates: ∙  

 Education Session – Gardasil 9     17th February 2021   

 Vaccination Clinic for Dose 1 All Year 8    18th March 2021   

 Education Session – Boostrix All Year 7    11th May 2021  

 Vaccination Clinic for Boostrix all Year 7    9th June 2021   

 Vaccination Clinic for Gardasil all Year 8 Final dose  2nd September 2021  
 

To receive any immunisation at school, a child must have a consent form filled out and signed by their parent or legal 
guardian.  We will be sending these forms out in February 2020 so please look out for them, complete, and return to 
the school.  
 

It is important that even if you do not consent to the vaccination at school that you return the form, indicating a non consent.  
 

Information on the vaccines, diseases covered and management of personal information is included in the consent form and 
accompanying information.  
 

A nurse from the Immunisation team will come to the school to give an education session to the students in February 2021. 
Parents are welcome to contact the PHN or their GP for more information or,  
Information is also available from ,  

 0800 466 863 (0800 IMMUNE) 

 www.moh.govt.nz/immunisation 

 www.cervicalcancervaccine.govt.nz 

Gail Wenmoth Public Health Nursing Immunization Team 

 

 

The JPC Board of Trustees 
and Staff send warmest 

thoughts and best wishes 
for a safe and wonderful 

holiday and a happy  
New Year 

 









 
 

 

http://www.moh.govt.nz/immunisation
http://www.cervicalcancervaccine.govt.nz/

