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“LEARN TO FLY”  PREMIER OPTION 

 

 
John Paul College (JPC), together with Rotorua Aeroclub based at Rotorua Airport, offers a flying 
package to train pilots for recreational and commercial purposes.  

 
Any student, sixteen years old or over can apply to be part of this JPC Premier Option package. The 
course is regarded as an extra-mural activity for John Paul College and while attending such a 
course, the student remains an integral member of a home stay family, which is organised and 
monitored by the high school.  
 
A Private Pilot Licence (PPL) is earned once you have had at least 50 hours flying time with an 
instructor and can demonstrate all the skills required to be in command of a light aircraft trainer and 
have passed the six Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) exams which are internally conducted.  
 
Candidates must also pass an intensive medical examination which can be performed in Rotorua 
before they can be permitted to go “solo” – in command of the aircraft with no one else in the aircraft.  
It normally takes around 15 hours of dual instruction to acquire the skills to go solo. 
 
Once the student has gone solo, he or she then commences a further 35 to 45  hours (approximately) 
of training before they can apply for the PPL flight exam.  
 
Many student pilots do not need to complete a PPL and the Rotorua Aero Club and John Paul 
College can also arrange for these students to experience professional flight instruction, with an 
instructor beside them at all times, but without the need for the medical examination. 
 
Flight experience training is also available on a per-hour basis, for maintaining currency and 
experience- i.e. it is not necessary to be working towards a formal CAA qualification 

 
Flying training is weather dependent. 
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It is essential to be able to confidently converse in English and John Paul College will give all the 
necessary support to ensure this happens. The CAA now requires that you pass the CAA English 
Competency Test before any pilot can fly solo. Further details of this requirement can be accessed on 
www.caa.govt.nz. 
 
New Zealand offers one of the most reasonable rates in the world for training an aviation pilot (See 
cost package below.) 
 
The length of time that it takes to complete a course can vary. Even if the JPC programme is not 
completed - the exams passed or flying hours earned can be credited elsewhere, as the course is 
internationally recognised.  
 
General Aviation training is available in 4 seater Cessna 172 aircraft.  Recreational flight training in 
advanced microlight aircraft is also available. 

 

 
 Rotorua Airport  
 
PRIVATE PILOTS LICENCE (PPL) is a qualification for recreational purposes and forms the base for 
your Commercial licence later. A minimum of 50 hours flying time is required along with the six CAA 
internally organised exams. 
 
COMMERCIAL PILOTS LICENCE  (CPL)  requires at least 200 flying hours The commercial licence 
is a lot more stringent and there are a further 6 exams. If a student can cope with a level 5.5 on the 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS), they should be able to cope with the level of 
English required. 
 
PPL pricing (March 2016) 
 
Aircraft hire (Cessna 172 per hour – estimated only): 
 
C172   $350.00  50 hrs. = $ 17500 
 
Instruction, landing fees and other related costs, club membership, PPL exams, manuals and flight 
test, and medical examination, will add approximately $5000 to this figure 
 
The course is based on the CAA syllabus of minimum 50 hours flying time.  (Generally it is not 
possible to complete training within this time, therefore a more realistic total is 60 hours.) 
Exams are by self-study, although John Paul College can assist with language support. 
Prices are GST (tax) inclusive. 
Prices are intended as a guide only as individual training requirements vary. 
Prices may change without notice. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.caa.govt.nz/
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Rotorua Aero Club 
 
All students engaged in training in General Aviation through this program will become members of the 
Rotorua Aeroclub. 
 
Rotorua Aeroclub is one of the oldest established aero clubs in New Zealand, founded in 1938. The 
club is a not-for-profit, incorporated society.   It developed the first airfield in Rotorua, near the thermal 
area of Whakarewarewa.  The Airport was relocated to its current location beside the lake in the 
1960’s.  The Club is dedicated to the development, success and promotion of flying in its broadest 
sense and promotes aviation in all its forms in the Rotorua district.   The club works with other 
instructional organisations to provide General Aviation and Microlight training in Rotorua and does not 
directly provide instruction itself.  
 

 
World famous Jean Batten – (born in Rotorua) 

first person to fly solo from Britain to New Zealand 

 
Join the Rotorua Aero Club and expect to learn multiple fascinating subjects and skills, make friends, 
and enjoy an unmatched sense of accomplishment and freedom. Being a pilot symbolizes 
individualism and self-reliance. You are in control and you make the choices. 
 
 

 
 

On approach to Rotorua Airport Runway 18 from the North. 
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Microlight Training 
 
Rotorua Aeroclub also hosts a provider of microlight flight training, and can facilitate training in these 
aircraft as well. 

 

 
Microlight flying near Lake Rotorua 

 

 

 

 
Advanced microlight aircraft at Rotorua Airport 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact Mike Dwight (International Director) 

at international@jpc.school.nz or +64 21 1792088 

mailto:international@jpc.school.nz

